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What caused WWI and WWII allies to become our greatest enemy? Were there any correlation?s between the causes of the Cold War and other events that were taking place at the time? If so, how did they contribute to the war? Looking back at Russian history, and America?s involvement in that history, I will show that the undeclared war between the two states that would span a century began with the Russian Revolution of 1917. I will then move forward in history to look at WWI and an in-depth look at WWII as to determine what factors caused the Americans and Russians to take the courses of action they did to forge the Cold War. 
Preface
I was born at the height of the Cold War and spent most of my life in the shadow of the Cold War years. Like many, I remember the space race and learned about the Cuban missile crises and nuclear holocaust. But why did this confrontation begin? Many people have grown up thinking that it was just the two biggest kids on the block syndrome and it was bound to happen. But that answer is obviously two simplistic and still did not answer the question "why did it start?" I am fortunate during this year to have the resources and time to research this question. Granted there is a great deal of historical information condensed into this paper, the purpose is not to look in-depth at the Russian Revolution or the Great World
Wars, but to look at these events as a catalyst to shaping the Cold War. Chapter 1
Cold War Beginnings
For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see, Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be.
-Alfred Tennyson
The fuel that kept the cold war burning for centuries was that the enemy (Russian or American depending on your perspective) acted just as their models predicted. The
American distrust, and to some extent paranoia, of any system of government different than their own and the Soviet perception, and in some instances reality, of Western intervention set the stage for the Cold War. "The Soviet Union and the United States waged the Cold War in the belief that confrontation was unavoidable, that it was imposed by history. Soviet leaders were convinced that Communism would ultimately triumph in the world and that the Soviet Union was the vanguard Socialist-Communist State. They were also convinced that the Western imperialist powers were historically bound to pursue a hostile course against them. For their part, American and other Western leaders assumed that the Soviet Union was determined to enhance its power and to pursue expansionist policies by all expedient means to achieve a Soviet-led Communist world.
Each side thought that it was compelled by the very existence of the other to engage in zero-sum competition, and each saw the unfolding history of the Cold War as confirming its invasion, an invasion that Stalin insisted must take place soon. The Soviets also agreed to join the fight against Japan once Germany was defeated.
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The purpose of the conference was to show Germany that the allies possessed a united front against them.
As the declaration stated, "No power on earth can prevent our destroying the German armies by land, their U Boats by sea, and their war plants from the air. Our attack will be relentless and increasing. We came here with hope and determination. We leave here, friends in fact, in spirit and in purpose." 18 The postwar occupation of Germany and Eastern Europe were discussed at length, but all three leaders appeared uncertain as to the specifics of the country's reorganization. FDR played the roll of mediator, one that he would assume through the war. Trying to keep the allies focused on military operations he was reluctant to address the difficult issues. His strategy was ambiguous and his tactic was to avoid conflict. 19 He did not want to get into open debate with the Soviets because he feared it would collapse the coalition. U.S. loans to Russia and the "Polish question"
were major dividing points. 20 This was another sign that the war allies were not in agreement well before the end of the war.
The Yalta Conference In order to influence the Soviets and deter their expansion into Western Europe, the U.S. curtailed the lend lease program just six days after V-E Day. In addition the U.S. reconsidered the 10 billion-dollar loan that Roosevelt and Stalin discussed at Yalta. This is the point at which domestic and foreign policies meet. Every courageous and incisive measure to solve internal problems of our own society, to improve selfconfidence, discipline, morale and community spirit of our own people, is a diplomatic victory over Moscow worth a thousand diplomatic notes and joint communiqué's." When President Truman initially took office, he thought differences with the Soviets were to be expected, but that they could be worked out. However by early 1946 "he no longer regarded disputes as inevitable results of competing national interest that could be resolved on a give-and-take basis. Now he viewed them as stemming from Communist
Russia's need to extend its sphere and to weaken and divide those who stood in its way."
The Marshall Plan Figure 8 The President Signs the Economic Assistance Act of, 1948
As with the end of every war the process of "getting back to normal" is sometimes The Marshall Plan was considered one of the great success stories to come out of WWII. "During the programs four years, participating countries saw their aggregate gross national product rise more than 30 percent and industrial production increase by 40 percent over prewar levels." 17 In addition, this plan had a great positive impact on the U.S. economy that had a surplus of goods after the war. Many European countries needed raw and finished materials to rebuild and the U.S. was in the best position to provide the goods and services. The plans actual cost over the four years was just over $12 billion, but its return to Europe and the U.S. economy surpassed the cost before the end of the program life.
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The National Security Act 
NATO Figure 11 Symbol of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
All indications were that the West was headed for a conflict with the Soviets. The U.S. and its allies acted to show resolve against the Communist threat and formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). NATO was formed to ensure the recovery and continuation of Europe as a democratic society. The alliance was formed to provide mutual defense against security threats and "to consider an attack on one is an attack on all, which will be met by the collective action of all." 37 But as history has repeatedly shown, world wars can be caused in part by alliances. Europe's recovery was considered to be of vital national interest of the U.S. and NATO was considered an important step in the recovery process.
The fact that the U.S. participated and took the lead in NATO's creation was a sign that the days of isolationism were over. The U.S. felt that they were in a position to prevent future conflicts in Europe by its NATO status rather than be drawn into a war after it had started. "A central assumption underlying U.S. strategy was that Soviet fears of meeting NATO resistance and the promise of all-out war would deter aggression. The policy of deterrence relied almost exclusively on American nuclear power-that is, on the ability of the Strategic Air Command (SAC) to inflict such heavy damage that an enemy would, in effect, be committing suicide if it launched and attack." 38 The policy of deterrence seemed like the logical choice of action until the Soviets successfully tested their own nuclear device in 1949. The pendulum had swung back to the center and the security policy had also changed from deterrence to mutually assured destruction (MAD).
Perceptions and misperceptions again played out this chapter in the Cold War. The
West insisting on the formation of NATO vital for its defense while the Soviet seeing the partnership as purely offensive in nature. Russia did not understand the need for such an alliance for protection against Communist rule and had to respond with its own alliance for its defensive purposes.
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The Warsaw Pact With the creation of NATO the Western allies "scored" big and were ahead in the Cold War race. That lead did not last long when in 1949 Nationalists China (supported by the U.S.) collapsed. 40 More than 500 million people came under Communist rule as a result of the defeat. As during the Russian Revolution, the U.S. found itself supporting the losing side. The results were the same as in Russia 30 years earlier, the victors (The People's Republic of China) were bitter towards the West. They were not however a puppet of the Soviet Union either. Both the U.S. and Russia tried to get the new Chinese government as a "friendly" partner. The U.S. knew there was major cultural and ideological differences between China and Russia and thought they would eventually clash. 41 The U.S exploited these differences at every opportunity to the dislike and objection of the Soviets. The Cold War race was now tied, but this was the beginning of the race and the players were strong. This race would have many challenges and obstacles over the next 40 years and both "teams" proved to be worthy opponents.
No one item could be identified as the cause of the Cold War. The complex interactions of culture, religion, history and technology formed the perceptions of the "enemy." As the next chapter will show, this interplay was the fuel that kept the Cold War burning hot for many years. 
Cold War Causes
We must make the best of mankind as they are, since we cannot have them as we wish. The U.S. and Western powers had their own beliefs of Soviet government policy that were incorrect, but since the Russians were so secretive the West lacking accurate information filled in the gaps as best they could. The gaps were filled in with the only information they had which was Leninism. Communism Lenin style did call for the conquest of the world during his time. This policy had changed to one of security and preservation after WWII. Russia's actions after WWII were in her views necessary for national security and to ensure she would not be invaded for a third time in one century.
The U.S. not understanding this reason (after all how many times had America been invaded by a foreign power) applied one that made sense to them, Communist world domination. This reason was easily accepted because of the British influence on
American policy in Europe.
The British Figure 16 The British Flag
Prior to the end of WWII Russia stood in the way of the British trying to re-establish her position as a world empire. Britain obtained and maintained her wealth and power through her many colonies. Russia was also interested in acquiring satellite states but for protection more than for wealth. As Anthony Eden, the British Foreign Minister explained, "Russia was determined on one thing above all others, that Germany would not again disturb the peace of Europe…Stalin was determined to smash Germany so that it would never again be able to make war." 3 The war to end all wars did not and at the end of WWII it looked as though a third conflict was rising from the ashes. After WWII the disputes between the Soviets and Western powers led the British Prime Minister to warn the world that an "iron curtain" was descending throughout the middle of Europe. The media on all sides was a tool used by the governments to gain and maintain public support for this new war. As the future and past has told, without public support militaries, governments, and nations will not survive in the long run.
So when and why did the Cold War start? The next chapter builds on the information previously presented to answer these critical questions and to show how the past can help us learn to shape the future.
Notes
Chapter 4
Conclusion
I trust the experience of error will enable us to act better in the future. were not established until 1933. But by this time, perceptions of the other had already been formed and would not be easily changed.
During the period from after WWI to the end of the Cold War, the cloud of secrecy surrounding the others capabilities fueled the arms and space race. Both sides felt they had to protect themselves from the aggressor and if they did not build a formidable military and allies, they would surely be attacked. The underlying need for national security and interpreting the others action as aggressive (not defensive) kept the world arms manufactures in a growth industry.
How Can These Lessons be Applied to Future Conflicts?
Simply put by Sun Tuz "know your enemy and know yourself; in a hundred battles you will never be in peril. nicely into "us and them" categories and could be easily explained, it was comfortable and acceptable.
In the future before we go spending billions of dollars on national defense against our enemies we must ensure they truly are enemies. 
